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In 2006, the DC Office of Planning began the process of 
implementing the Comprehensive Plan’s transit-oriented 
development framework at the Brookland / Catholic 
University of America Metro station. This historic northeast 
DC neighborhood is home to numerous Catholic institutions, 
a neighborhood-serving commercial district on 12th Street, 
established residential neighborhoods, and an arts district, 
all bisected by passenger and freight rail lines.   
 
Justice and Sustainability Associates’ (JSA) task was to 
design and facilitate a civic engagement process to shape 
and build consensus around the area plan.  Contemporary 
debates over land use planning in Brookland extend back to 
the 1960s when local residents successfully organized to 
block the construction of the proposed North Central 
Freeway through the neighborhood.  
 
Working on a team led by SmithGroup, JSA facilitated a 2-
year series of public workshops and advisory committee 
meetings that assessed existing conditions, identified 
guiding principles, and developed planning alternatives.  
The project team and community deliberated intensively on 
how to best create transit-oriented development while 
preserving green space, how to reconnect the street grid 
over the rail lines, and how to make the Metro station area a 
lively public space that complemented the existing 12th 
Street commercial district.   
 
Public and advisory committee meetings benefitted from 
sustained, thoughtful engagement from a cross section of 
the public, including civic association leaders, elected 
officials, long-time residents, local business owners, 
Catholic University of America, private developers, and 
representatives from Metro, the District Department of 
Transportation, and the CSX rail line.  Community partners 
were so engaged that a group of residents researched, 
developed, and vetted with the community a planning 
alternative that the project team included in its final 
evaluation.   
 
Through impartial process design, facilitation and 
consensus building, JSA successfully created the space for 
a robust public dialogue that acknowledged strong 
differences of opinion while staying focused on data-driven 
project opportunities, constraints, and tradeoffs.  The Plan 
was approved by the DC Council in March, 2009.      
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